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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below, Canceiied 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with s fr i k e tttfoagfr . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered), 

Please AMEND claims in accordance with the following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping method, comprising: 
pr e v i ou s i y - g e n era t i n - g/pf e p a Rng g e n e ra t i n q article data i n wh i ch having features ef 

extracted from an article picture af^related to a data sending rank defining an order in which 
said article picture is to be sent a feTO la t e 4 to ~ea $fo - ^ 

upon - r e c e mng -a n -a ^ i n g similarities between features 

among a plurality of search resultant article pictures in response to an art icle search by a 
user 7ae4; 

generating article picture arrangement data e^ati in which said search resultant article 
pictures ffl- wh i oh having tt*e-more similar features extracted from corresponding article pictures ef 
the search resu l tant art i c l e p i ctures are to e ach oth e r, - th eare more closely the-sea r^h * r e su l t a nt 
art i cl e pictures are disposed on a two-dimensional plane; 

sending the article picture arrangement data to a user terminal, said article picture 
arrangement data indicating display positions of said search resultant article pictures on a 
screen of the user terminal, and said display positions being independent of the data sending 
ra n k which defines an order in which said s e arch r e sultant article pictures are to be sent ; 

sending the search resultant article pictures in accordance with said order of the data 
sending rank which is defined prior to said article search; and 

displaying each of the search resultant article picture at each display position in 
accordance with the article picture arrangement data on the screen of the user terminal as initial 
search results in a receiving order, thereby displaying an article picture with a higher data 
sending rank earlier at the display position. 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) An online shopping method according to claim 1 , 
wherein the article picture arrangement data is generated in accordance with a combination of a 
similarity of a feature of each resultant article picture and at least any one selected from the 
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group consisting of a keyword representing the feature of the article, and article classification 
information regarding classification of the article. 

3, (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 2, wherein the data 
sending rank is determined by an article provider. 

4, (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 2, wherein a service 
user previously selects items to be considered in purchasing an article and notifies a service 
provider of the selection, and 

the service provider determines the data sending rank in accordance with the notified 

items. 

5, (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 2, wherein a service 
provider previously analyzes items considered by a service user based on a past search history 
and a past purchase history of the service user, and 

the service provider determines the data sending rank in accordance with the analyzed 

items. 

6, (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 2 r wherein a screen 
of article search results is presented to an article provider, and the article provider specifies a 
picture of an article which the article provider provides on the presented screen of article search 
results, thereby making it possible to access selling information of the article. 

7, (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 1 , wherein the data 
sending rank is determined by an article provider. 

8, (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 1, wherein a service 
user previously selects items to be considered in purchasing an article and notifies a service 
provider of the selection, and 

the service provider determines the data sending rank in accordance with the notified 

items. 
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9. (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 1 f wherein a service 
provider previously analyzes items considered by a service user based on a past search history 
and a past purchase history of the service user, and 

the service provider determines the data sending rank in accordance with the analyzed 

items. 

10. (ORIGINAL) An online shopping method according to claim 1, wherein a screen 
of article search results is presented to an article provider, and the article provider specifies a 
picture of an article which the article provider provides on the presented screen of article search 
results, thereby making it possible to access selling information of the article, 

11-16. (CANCELLED) 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping system for a user to search for 
and purchase an intended article from a number of articles, a - se rv i o e-- pf ov fdlB& sa id system 
comprising: 

an article data generating part which previously g e n o r a tos/pr -e®afes generates article data 
in^ftrf^tefr having features el- extracted from an article picture aftd nrelated to a data sending rank 
defining an order in which said are related to each article picture is to be sent as a ddit i onal 
i nformat i on ; 

an article database for storing the article data; 

a search processing part which searches the article database upon receiving an article 
search from a user; 

an article picture arrangement data generating part which receives search results of the 
search processing part t determines similarities between features among a plurality of search 
resultant article pictures in response to said article search by the user , and generates article 
picture arrangement data ef-aH- in which said search resultant article pictures jfHft^ eh4& e havinff 
more similar features extracted from corresponding article pictures o f the search resultant art teje 
pictures -a f e^ te -ea eh - etli e f r 4^ e are more closely th e search r e su l tant art i c l e p i ctures are disposed 
on a two-dimensional plane, said article picture arrangement data indicating display positions of 
said search resultant article pictures on a screen of a user terminal and said display positions 
being independent of the data sending rank defin i ng an ord e r 4 R^h i Gh ^aj d-s e afeh - r eg u ltafri 
a f t te le - p tet w e s - a r e- to - b e-se ftt ; and 
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a data sending control part sending the article picture arrangement data to the user 
terminal and sending the search resultant article pictures in accordance with said order of the 
data sending rank which is defined prior to said article search, and 

wherein said user terminal includes a display control part which displays each of the 
search resultant article picture at each display position in accordance with the article 
arrangement data on the screen of the user terminal as initial search results in a receiving order, 
and 

an article picture with a higher data sending rank is displayed earlier at a display position 
at the user terminal. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping system according to claim 17, 
wherein the features of the article are any one selected from the-a.group consisting of features 
of an article picture of the article, a keyword representing the features of the article, and article 
classification information regarding classification of the article in accordance with the features 
thereof, or a combination thereof. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable program stored in a recording 
medium for use by a computer based online shopping system to enable a user to search for and 
purchase an intended article from a number of articles, the program executing operations 
comprising: 

pr e vteu sl y^ o n o r a t i ng/prepar i ng qeneratinq article data i n - wh i ch having features of 
extracted from an article picture a^- related to a data sending rank defining an order in which 
said a r -e- r e teted - te -ea eh -a rticle picture as add i tional i nformat i on issent; 

ypw - r e ^ ei v i ng a n a rtic l e search by a us e r, determining similarities between features 
among a plurality of search resultant article pictures in response to an article search by a user 7 

and ' 

generating article picture arrangement data o^a Hin which said search resultant article 
pictures in which the .having more similar features extracted from corresponding article pictures ef 
the-sea rch r e su l tant articl e pictur e s ar e to ea sh^th e Mh eare more closely th e s e arch resultant 
article p i ctures are disposed on a two-dimensional plane, said article picture arrangement data 
indicating display positions of said search resultant article pictures on a screen of a user terminal 
and said display positions being independent of the data sending rank-d efin i ng ~ a n o r der i n wh i ch 
^ai d -sea rch - r es yti afi t -afti c le p i ctures ar e to b e s e nt ; 
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sending the article picture arrangement data to the user terminal; 

sending the search resultant pictures in accordance with said order of the data sending 
rank which is defined prior to said article search; and 

displaying each of the search resultant article picture at each display position in 
accordance with the article picture arrangement data on the screen of the user terminal as initial 
search results in a receiving order, thereby displaying an article picture with a higher data 
sending rank earlier at the display position. 

20, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The program according to claim 19, wherein the 
features of the article are any one selected from the group consisting of features of an article 
picture of the article, a keyword representing the features of the article, and article classification 
information regarding classification of the article in accordance with the features thereof, or a 
combination thereof 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping method, comprising: 
assigning a data sending rank relating at least one feature extracted from an article 

picture to at least one feature of extracted from other pictures of articles; ami 

generating article picture arrangement data of-ati in which search resultant article pictures 
iR -wMeh - sea rsh - f e su l t a nt -a iite le pictur e s of a rtic le s with having features extracted from 
corresponding article pictures similar to each other are disposed at close positions on a two- 
dimensional plane, said data sending rank defining an order in which said search - r e su lta nt 
a rtte le- ^tetuf es^afe an article picture is to be sent and said order being independent of the article 
picture arrangement data indicating display positions of said search resultant article pictures on 
a screen of a terminal; and 

successively displaying each search resultant article picture as initial search results 
responsive to an article search request from a user based on the article picture arrangement 
data upon transm i ssio a-in accordance with the data sending rank which is defined prior to said 
article search, and 

wherein similarities between features among said search resultant article pictures is 
determined in response to said article search request , a search resultant article picture with a 
higher data sending rank is displayed earlier than a search resultant article picture with a lower 
data sending rank and the search resultant article pictures having similar features extracted from 
corresponding article pictures t o-ea oh-oth e r- are disposed in closest proximity to each other 


6 


Serial No. 09/839,141 

compared to other search resultant article pictures, 

22, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An oniine shopping method, comprising: 
receiving an article search request from a user and ranking article images responsive to 

the article search request based on similarities between e£-features e£4he extracted from 
corresponding article images, said ranking including determining similarities between features 
amottg- extracted from search resultant article images; 

transmitting the search resultant article images in an order defined prior to said search 
request that is independent of said ranking indicating display positions of said search resultant 
article images on a screen; and 

displaying the search resultant article images as initial article search results on a two- 
dimensional plane in accordance with the ranking so4frat including providing search resultant 
article images corr e spond i ng to of articles with similar features extracted from corresponding 
article images ar e pos i t i on e d to be in adjacent positions among the displayed search resultant 
article images. 

23, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping method, comprising: 
sorting search resuftant images of articles retrieved in response to an article search 

request from a user by determining similarities between features extracted from among the 
search resultant images; &&4 

positioning search resultant images corr e sponding^ art i c l es having more similar 
features extracted from corresponding images in close proximity, said sorting indicating display 
positions of said search resultant images on a display screen; and 

providing the sorted images of the search resultant articles to the user as an initial search 
result on a two-dimensional plane, where the articles having similar features extracted from 
corresponding images are displayed as a unified group based on said sorting and transmitted 
based on a rank de fin e d pr i or to sa i d s earch re qu e st w hich i nd i cat e s defining an order in which 
said search resultant images are to be sent independent of said sorting. 

24, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping method, comprising: 
assigning display positions to article images responsive to a search request by 

determining similarities between features of articles shown in extracted from -sajd corresponding 
article images and based on inputs of the providers, said display positions being indicative of an 
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order for displaying said article images; and 

displaying the article images as an initial result of the search request in accordance with 
said display positions assigned, where articles having similar features extracted from 
corresponding article images are positioned in adjacent positions and said display positions are 
independent of a sending order of the article images defined prior to said search request and 
indicating a rank in which said article images are to be sent. 

25. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) An online shopping method, comprising: 
sorting pictures of articles matching a search request prior to providing a result in 
response to the search request, said sorting being indicative of a first order for displaying said 
pictures on a screen by determining similarities between features extr acted from amoftg 
corresponding pictures matching said search request; and 

transmitting said pictures according to a second order defined prior to said search 
request indicating a sequence in which said pictures are to be sent regardless of said first order 
and displaying said pictures based on said sorting as the result during an online shopping 
session, where said pictures are displayed so that pictures of articles having similar features 
extracted from corresponding pictures are positioned adjacent to each other 
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